Bromination of trans-cinnamic acid resulted in the formation of 2,3-dibromo-3-phenylpropanoic acid, C 9 H 8 Br 2 O 2 . Crystallization from ethanol-water (1:1) gave crystals of different shapes. One is in the form of rods, that crystallized as the orthorhombic polymorph (Pnma), and whose structure has been described [Thong et al. (2008) . Acta Cryst. E64, o1946]. The other are thin plate-like crystals which are the monoclinic polymorph (P2 1 /n). The structure of this monoclinic polymorph is similar to that of the orthorhombic polymorph; here the aliphatic C atoms are disordered over three sets of sites (occupancy ratio 0.5:0.25:0.25). In the crystal, molecules are linked by pairs of O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming inversion dimers with an R 2 2 (8) ring motif. The dimers are linked by weak C-HÁ Á ÁBr hydrogen bonds, forming chains propagating along the a-axis direction.
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Structure description
Addition of bromine in glacial acetic acid to trans-cinnamic acid yielded mostly erythro-2,3-dibromo-3-phenylpropanoic acid. Crystallization from ethanol-water (1:1, v:v), gave different-shaped crystals that proved to be two polymorphs of the title compound. The rod-shaped crystalline material was shown to be the orthorhombic polymorph (Pnma), reported on by Thong et al. (2008) . The thin plate-like crystals have a monoclinic unit cell (P2 1 /n), and herein we report on the crystal structure.
The alipathic carbons, C1 and C2, are split over three positions, and were assigned an occupancy ratio of 0.5:0.25:0.25. The molecular structure of the major component is illustrated in Fig. 1 .
In the crystal, molecules are linked by pairs of O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming a classical carboxylic acid inversion dimer with an R data reports Neighboring dimers are linked by weak C-HÁ Á ÁBr hydrogen bonds, forming chains propagating along the a-axis direction (Table 1 and Fig. 2 ).
Synthesis and crystallization
Excess bromine in glacial acetic acid was added to transcinnamic acid. The crude product was precipitated by addition of water. The crude product was recrystallized from a 1:1 ethanol-water solution at 277 K. Both colorless rod-like and plate-like crystals of the compound were obtained. The reaction scheme is shown in Fig. 3 .
Refinement
Crystal data, data collection and structure refinement details are summarized in Table 2 . The alipathic carbons, C1 and C2, are split over three positions, and were assigned an occupancy ratio of 0.5:0.25:0.25. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 2; (ii) x þ 1; y; z; (iii) x À 1; y; z.
Figure 2
A view along the c axis of the crystal packing of the title monoclinic polymorph. The hydrogen bonds are shown as dashed lines (see Table 1 ), and only the major component of the disordered aliphatic C atoms (C1 and C2) is shown.
Figure 3
Reaction scheme. Computer programs: APEX2 and SAINT (Bruker, 2015) , olex2.solve (Bourhis et al., 2015) , SHELXL2016 (Sheldrick, 2015) , Mercury (Macrae et al., 2008) , OLEX2 (Dolomanov et al., 2009) and SHELXL2016 (Sheldrick, 2015) .
Figure 1
A view of the molecular structure of the title monoclinic polymorph, with the atom labelling and 50% probability displacement ellipsoids. Only the major component of the disordered aliphatic C atoms (C1 and C2) is shown.
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Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes.
data-2
IUCrData (2016 
